 
Time-line – lipreading classes for adults (in Scotland)
 
	17th century
	Lipreading first written about – ‘a man born deaf and dumb, may be taught to hear the words with his eye’ [modern spelling] from Philocophus by John Bulwer, England.
http://www.acsu.buffalo.edu/~duchan/new_history/early_modern/bulwer.html
http://mambo.ucsc.edu/psl/bulwer.html
 
Ewing (1941): ‘In 1648 John Bulwer published a book the title of which was ‘The deaf and dumb man’s friend’ .. ‘exhibiting the philosophical verity of that subtile art, which may enable one born deaf and dumb, with an observant eye, to hear what any man speaks by the moving of his lips…’ (p. 6).
 
‘He [Bulwer] regarded speechreading as a way of learning to speak rather than understanding the speech of others.’ He ‘advocated use of a combination of sign language, speech, and ‘lip grammar’ (speechreading)’. (Kaplan et al, 1999, p. ix)
 

	Late 19thcentury
	Lipreading started to be taught to deaf children.  Originally used as a ‘method of improving speech production’ (Kaplan et al, 1999, p. xiii). 
 

	Early 20thcentury
	Post Office Edinburgh and Leith Directory 1900-1901 includes a listing for Harry Cottam, teacher of lip-reading, 54 Henderson Row (where deaf children went to nursery and early primary school before going to Donaldson’s which at that time was at West Coates in the West End of Edinburgh - info from Alison Coyle).
 
Lipreading started to be taught to adults with hearing loss (Kaplan et al, 1999, p. xii).
 
Analytic and synthetic approaches to lipreading teaching were developed (Kaplan et al, 1999, p. xiii).
 

	1918
	‘The earliest step in dealing with the deaf was taken privately in Edinburgh, where the Edinburgh Lip-Reading Association established a class on May 1st, 1917, under the tuition of Miss M. E. B. Stormonth, of the Edinburgh School Board.  A small number of men were with some difficulty collected from all parts of the United Kingdom, and were lodged or billeted through the generosity of the association. The teaching was excellent and the results most satisfactory, but, of course, the scope of the voluntary association's activity was necessarily a limited one, and, as Miss Stormonth said, State recognition was indispensable.’ From The Inter-Allied Conference on the After-Care of Disabled Men Second Annual Meeting, held in London, May 20 to 25, 1918. Reports Presented to the Conference, p. 312. London: HMSO.
 
Mary Stormonth offered lipreading classes at 11 Upper Gilmore Place, Edinburgh (Post Office Edinburgh and Leith Directory, 1918-1919).  By 1919 the entry is for Lipreading (Edinburgh) Association at 10 Upper Gilmore Place with Miss Mary Stormonth as Organiser and Miss E Morgan, 26 Hartington Place as Treasurer.  She authored the 1919 ‘Manual of Lipreading’ ‘specially prepared for the instruction of deafened sailors and soldiers’ (London: Constable and Company Ltd).
 

	1920s on
	Self-help books on learning lipreading date back at least to the 1920s and 1930s (eg Nitchie, 1923; Good, 1930) but have continued to be published, eg Wyatt (1960), Kaplan et al (1999), Action on Hearing Loss (2012).
 

	Post-World War II
	http://www.hearingresearch.org/ross/aural_rehabilitation/state_of_science_on_aural_rehabilitation.php
Aural rehabilitation starts during and after the second world war in USA for deafened servicemen.  Originally consisted of lipreading and auditory training.  Later included hearing aids.
 
‘The earliest known lipreading teachers’ training course in the United Kingdom was set up by the Royal National Institute for the Deaf after the Second World War to meet the needs of war-deafened ex-service men and women who needed lipreading tuition.’ (ATLA information leaflet)
 

	1977
	Association of Teachers of Lipreading to Adults set up with the belief that ‘lipreading belonged within education’. (ATLA information leaflet)
 

	1980s
	Campaign by Scottish Council on Deafness for a Scottish course to train tutors of lipreading. (SCoD annual report 2012-13)
 

	1994-1995
	Scottish Course to Train Tutors of Lipreading (SCTTL) – course piloted by Scottish Sensory Centre, Moray House Institute of Education, Edinburgh (Sarah Kilbey, Lothian Region Tutor Organiser – Lipreading, Hear Here May 1995).
 
13 lipreading tutors in Scotland (Sarah Kilbey, Lothian Region Tutor Organiser – Lipreading, Hear Here May 1995).
 
Lipreading classes for adults sat with education, so provided by local Council authorities.
 

	2007
	Results of 2006 SCTTL survey: 34 lipreading tutors, 63 lipreading classes in Scotland
 

	2011-13
	Scottish Lipreading Strategy Group established.
 
£200,000 received from Scottish Government by Scottish Lipreading Strategy Group.
 
Acknowledgement by Michael Matheson, Minister for Public Health in the Scottish Government, that lipreading classes are one aspect of adult hearing rehabilitation.
 

	2014
	Results of 2013 SCTTL survey: 26 lipreading tutors, 46 lipreading classes running in Scotland
 


 
Acknowledgement: many thanks to Alison Coyle (ex-Scottish Council on Deafness, now Hearing Link) for providing a treasure trove of historical information on lipreading and lipreading classes in Scotland.
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